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Do Your Duties in God’s World

To a man, whose power of judgment and reasoning is not sufficiently
developed, this question may arise, if everything in the world is divinely
arranged, if all the phenomena of all time and places in the universe
occur in accordance with the cosmic play of God, why should a man
work, why should a man have any enthusiasm to exert himself for
doing anything?

If a man knows or sincerely believes that all things are being done
by God in a sportive spirit, he would naturally feel that he has really
nothing to do; he would have no ground to take life and its duties
seriously; he would rather feel inclined to look on as an disinterested
spectator and lazily enjoy, if possible what is playfully done by God.
This is certainly not the way in which a truly enlightened person who
sees the Divine play in the cosmic system, thinks and behaves. One
who raises the question does not even fully understand the implication
of the question itself.

Does not this itself imply that a man has a freedom to work or
not to work, that he has the option to be an active worker or passive
onlooker? Moreover, the questioner seems to forget that to refrain from
doing work, a person does not require less determination and effort than
for doing work.

To be a disinterested witness to the various forms of Divine sports
in the world is not a very easy thing; it requires a great systematic
training of mind and senses and nerves; it requires a good deal of
control over desires and feelings and impulses. This also is a form of
activity.

Whether a man will devote himself to active service in the external
world or to the practice of acesticism or meditation, whether he will
exert himself to move forward or to wait and see, this is a matter of
choice between different kind of activities. Somehow, work he must
and this is the plan of the Divine play.

Why should a man work in God’s world? The Divine reply to this
question is simple enough. Because this is his nature (Swabhava). Man
has emerged with an active self-concious and self-determining nature
in this cosmic play of the Absolute Spirit. The supreme art of the Divine
sport is manifested in the human life in the form of free, voluntary
puposeful activity. It is the very nature of man to work, to work with
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deliberation and choice, with some purpose in view, with somwe ideal
to be realized, with some sense of freedom and self-confidence.

Man is born as a man in this spiritual order of the universe to paly a
distinctive part in it. It is this magnificent cosmic play of God, countless
species of finite beings have evolved with distinctive characters and
capabilities and tendencies to give expression to diverse aspects of the
infinitely glorious nature of the Sportive Absolute and to play their
allotted parts. The human species has a unique play in the system and
has a unique role to play.

Man appears to be a self-governing, free, voluntary partner in this
Divine play. The creative art involved in the Divine play seems to
have most magnificiently displayed itself in the creation of the human
nature. It is this human nature, which is ultimately the glorious form of
manifestation of the Divine Nature, that is at the source of the active
life of man.

Shri Krishna (in Srimadbhagvad Gita) says in clear terms—“Nobody
can live for a single moment without doing any work. Everybody is
made to work by the impulses of the Nature.” He further says, “A
man does not attain the state of actionlessness (Nishkarma) by merely
refraining from doing external works. Nor does he attain Sanadhi
(the state of perfect absorption with the Absolute Spirit) by merely
renouncing connections with the external affairs of the world”. “Every
man”, says He “is bound by his own Karma which is born of his nature
(Swabhava), if any body wishes to do his allotted work from a sense
of duty on account his want of right judgement, he will have to do it
under pressure of circumstances”.

Hence, a man with sound judgment, who has a proper estimate of
his own nature and his allotted place and function in this cosmic play
of the Supreme Spirit, never thinks of evading his duties, never thinks
of living an idle life, never loses enthusiasm in the performance of his
works which are in his view divinely allotted to him, never wishes
to deprive himself of the serene joy of voulantarily and intelligently
participating in the Divine play with a sense of freedom and love.It
is his privilege as a man to do, freely and conciouslyand with love
and admiration and reverence for the Divine Player, what he would
otherwise be compelled to do slavishly under the pressure of the forces
of the world.

— (Extracts from ““Discourses on Hindu Spiritual Culture” by
His Holiness Shri A.K. Banerjee published by S. Chand & Co.)
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Rumi: Whispers of the Beloved

Dear heart, where do you find the courage to seek the Beloved when
you know He has annihilated so many like you before?

I do not care, said my heart, my only wish is to become one with the

Beloved.
000

First, he tempted me with infinite caresses.

He burnt me in the end with pain and sorrow.

In this game of chess I had to lose myself in order to win Him.
000

We are bound together. [ am the ground You are the step.

How unfair is this Love! I can see Your world but You, I cannot.
000

I cannot sleep in your presence. In your absence, tears prevent me.

You watch me My Beloved on each sleepless night and only You can
see the difference.
000

Looking at my life I see that only Love has been my soul's
companion.
From deep inside my soul cries out: Do not wait, surrender for the
sake of Love.

000
Are you searching for your soul? Then come out of your prison.
Leave the stream and join the river that flows into the ocean.
Absorbed in this world you've made it your burden.
Rise above this world. There is another vision . . .

000
If you can't smell the fragrance don't come into the garden of Love.
If you're unwilling to undress, don't enter into the stream of Truth.

Stay where you are. Don't come our way.
000



R ARl (27)

Sometimes I feel like a king, sometimes I moan in my own prison.
Swaying between these states, I can't be proud of myself.
This “I” is a figment of my imagination.
000
Do you want to enter paradise?
To walk the path of Truth, you need the grace of God.

We all face death in the end. But on the way, be careful never to hurt
a human heart!
000

Do you know what the music is saying? “Come follow me and you
will find the way.
Your mistakes can also lead you to the Truth. When you ask, the answer
will be given.”

000
I am happy tonight, united with the Friend.
Free from the pain of separation, I whirl and dance with the Beloved.
I tell my heart, “Do not worry, the key to morning I've thrown
away.”

000
Peaceful is the one who's not concerned with having more or less.

Unbound by name and fame he is free from sorrow from the world and
mostly from himself.
000

Deafened by the voice of desire, you are unaware the Beloved lives in
the core of your heart.

Stop the noise, and you will hear His voice in the silence.
000

Invoking Your name does not help me to see You.

I'm blinded by the light of Your face.

Longing for your lips does not bring them any closer.

What veils You from me is my memory of You.
000
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Reason, when you speak I cannot hear the Wise One.
Even if you are as thin as a hair still there's no space for you.
In the flaming Sun all bright lights are put to shame.
000
This Love is a King but his banner is hidden.
Love has pierced with its arrow the heart of every lover.
Blood flows but the wound is invisible.
000
To be or not to be is not my dilemma. To break away from both worlds
is not bravery.
To be unaware of the wonders that exist in me, that is real madness!
000

O Friend, You made me lovingly, put me in a dress of skin and
blood.
Then planted deep inside me a seed from Your heart.

You turned the whole world into a sanctuary where You are the only
One.
000

I'm pleased with my sight when I behold the Friend.
But my vision and the Friend cannot be two.
It is He, who sees with my eyes.
000
I was talking about You, You silenced me. I tasted your sweetness and
everything stopped.

Bewildered, I fled to the house of my heart and there, you caught
me.
000

Be thirsty heart, seek forever without a rest.

Let this soundless longing hidden deep inside you be the source of
every word you say.
000
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My Friend, I offer You my life. Accept me, make me drunk and save
me from both worlds.

Set me on fire if my heart settles on anything but You.
000

There is no wine without You. No use for the rosary without Your
hand.

From afar you order me to dance. But unless you set the stage and draw
the curtain, my Beloved,

how can I dance?
000

It’s good to leave each day behind, like flowing water, free of
sadness.

Yesterday is gone and its tale told. Today new seeds are growing.
000

Lovers drink wine all day and night and tear the veils of the mind.

When drunk with love's wine body, heart and soul become one.
000

Be certain in the religion of Love there are no believers or
unbelievers.

Love embraces all.
000

Walking on Your path, he who dies to himself will come to life.

You say: “Don't get drunk and lose yourself.”

But tell me, how can one remain sober drinking Your wine?
000

Dear heart, you are so unreasonable!

First you fall in love then worry about your life.

You rob and steal then worry about the law.

You profess to be in love and still worry about what people say.
000
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The heart is like a candle, longing to be lit.

Torn from The Beloved, it yearns to be whole again, but you have to
bear the pain.

You cannot learn about love, Love appears on the wings of grace.
000

Last night I begged the Wise One to tell me the secret of the world.

Gently, gently he whispered,

“Be quiet, the secret cannot be spoken, it is wrapped in silence.”
000

On my heart, in beautiful calligraphy You've written words

that only You and I can know. Their secret You promised

to reveal one day but now I see You were only teasing.
000

My heart is so small, it's almost invisible. How can You place such big
sorrows in it? “Look,” He answered, “your eyes are even smaller, yet
they behold the world.”

000

When you see the lovers don't pass them by, sit with them.

The fire of Love warms the world, but even fire dies in the company
of ashes.

000
Walking in the garden with my lover, | was distracted by a rose.

My love scolded me, saying “How could you look at a rose with my
face so close?”
000
From all that was familiar, I broke away.
Now I am lost, without a place, wandering.
With no music like a fool I dance and clap my hands.

How am I to live without You? You are everywhere but I can't find
You.
000
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I want a kiss from You, said my heart.
“Yes, but the price is your life.”
My heart leaped with joy and said, Who cares about the price!
000
God knows you under any cover
He hears your unspoken words.
Everyone is tempted by the eloquence of speech,
but I am the slave of the master of silence.
000
With love you don't bargain
there, the choice is not yours. Love is a mirror, it reflects only your
essence, if you have the courage to look in its face.
000
Awakened by your love, I flicker like a candle's light
trying to hold on in the dark. Yet, you spare me no blows and keep
asking, “Why do you complain?”
000
You opened the door of my heart and filled it with the pain of love.

Shaken, I ran to seek comfort from others, but they did not respond to
my lament.

Alone and desperate, I beg You, do not forsake me now.
000
You are so near that I cannot see You.
Like a fool I keep looking around. Your hand cannot reach me,
I'm wrapped in so many veils. My heart sobs, inconsolable . . .
000

Be honest dear heart, broken and abashed, how can you still chase
love?

Without a drop of water how dare you enter the raging fire of love?

Tell me foolish heart, what can I do with you?
000
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You are the cure hidden in the pain. Concealed in anger and betrayal
is Your compassion and loyalty.

You are not only in heaven, I see Your footprints everywhere on
earth.

000
The time has come to turn your heart into a temple of fire.

Your essence is gold hidden in dust. To reveal its splendor, you need
to burn in the fire of love.
000
What pure perfection Love is, pure perfection!
What an illusion our ego is, what an illusion!
This love is a glory, what Glory!
Today is the day of union, the day of our union.
000
I was nothing, you made me greater than a mountain.
I lagged behind, you pushed me to the front.

My heart was shattered, you healed it. I turned into a lover of
Myself.
000

Where have you gone my love?
You left me broken, hopeless.
I will mourn for you as long as I live.
Hope comes in hopelessness.
000

I want to be free from this ego dog of mine. I tie a collar of repentance
around his neck, but once he sniffs the scent of blood he tears it to
pieces. How can I tame this mad dog of mine?

000

— (Extracts from ““ Rumi: Whispers of the Beloved™ Quatrains selected &
translated by A.M. Colin & Maryam Mafi by Thorsons an imprint of
Harper Collins Publishers)
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Easiest & Most Certain Short-cut to Attain Eternal Bliss

Engage yourselfin the practice of listening to every heartbeat, super
imposing there with the nomenclature of the Lord (AJAPA JAP).
Keep your heart pure, away from the corrupting influence of
undesirable things and undesirable company.

Always keep attuned to the Lord. Your attention should never for
a moment be deviating there from.

Concentrate your attention on the heart and keep your heart centred
in the Lord.

Endeavour to attain kinship and attachment to the Eternal truth, the
Lord of the Universe.

Gradually erase the identity of self, try to merge in and attain oneness
with God.

Sacrifice life in this grand endeavour.

( Mahatma Ramchandra Ji Maharaj)
Note: The English translation is done by Dr H.N. Saksena
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